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The World at War

Name: ______________________________      Period:  1   2   5   6   8

We’ll Always Have Paris
VI

Unit 6, Class 17 & 18Purpose: Was the Second World War the “cli-
max of the ... maladies of the age” as stated in 
the textbook?

Part One: Political and Military Leaders or Name You Know
Identify the political and military leaders below.

Political &
 

Military 

Leaders
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Part Two: The Tabloids of War
Section A: The German Ascendancy. Take notes in the appropriate boxes

Blitzkrieg Sept 1939 - June 1940

I

June 1940
 - M

ay 1941

Britain Alone
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Music of 

WWII White Cliffs of Dover 1942
Words by Nat Burton and Music by Walter Kent
In Britain, the White Cliffs Of Dover was most as-
sociated with Vera Lynn, in the US Kay Kyser and His 
Orchestra (vocal by Harry Babbitt) took it to a peak 
Billboard position of #1 in 1941-42. 

There’ll be bluebirds over the white cliffs 
of Dover
Tomorrow, just you wait and see
There’ll be love and laughter and peace 
ever after
Tomorrow when the world is free
(The shepherd will tend his sheep)
(The valley will bloom again)
And Jimmy will go to sleep
In his own little room again
There’ll be bluebirds over the white cliffs 
of Dover
Tomorrow, just you wait and see
<instrumental interlude>
There’ll be bluebirds over the white cliffs 
of Dover
Tomorrow, just you wait…and see

Excerpt from Winston Churchill Speeches given in 
the House of Commons

June 4, 1940: Fight on the Beaches  
“We shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas 
and oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence 
and growing strength in the air. We shall defend our 
island, whatever the cost may be. We shall fight on 
the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, 
we shall fight in the fields and in the streets. We 
shall fight in the hills. We shall never surrender!” 

August 20, 1940: The Few
The gratitude of every home in our Island, in our 
Empire, and indeed throughout the world, except 
in the abodes of the guilty, goes out to the British 
airmen who, undaunted by odds, unwearied in their 
constant challenge and mortal danger, are turning 
the tide of the World War by their prowess and b~ 
their devotion. Never in the field of human conflict 
was so much owed by so many to so few. 

Primary 

Sources

MARCH 1938 - MAY 1941
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M
ay 1941 - O

ct 1942
German Successes

JUNE 1941 - OCT 1942
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Many Jews in ghettos across eastern Europe tried to organize resis-
tance against the Germans and to arm themselves with smuggled 

and homemade weapons.  Between 1941 and 1943, underground resis-
tance movements formed in about 100 Jewish groups. The most famous 
attempt by Jews to resist the Germans in armed fighting occurred in the 
Warsaw ghetto.
 In the summer of 1942, about 300,000 Jews were deported from Warsaw 
to Treblinka. When reports of mass murder in the killing center leaked back 
to the Warsaw ghetto, a surviving group of mostly young people formed an 

organization called the Z.O.B. (for the 
Polish name, Zydowska Organizacja 
Bojowa, which means Jewish Fighting 
Organization). The Z.O.B., led by 23-
year-old Mordecai Anielewicz, issued 
a proclamation calling for the Jewish 
people to resist going to the railroad 
cars. In January 1943, Warsaw ghetto 
fighters fired upon German troops as 
they tried to round up another group 
of ghetto inhabitants for deportation. 

Fighters used a small supply of weapons that had been smuggled into the 
ghetto. After a few days, the troops retreated. This small victory inspired 
the ghetto fighters to prepare for future resistance.
 On April 19, 1943, the Warsaw ghetto uprising began after German troops and police entered the ghetto to 
deport its surviving inhabitants. Seven hundred and fifty fighters fought the heavily armed and well-trained Ger-
mans. The ghetto fighters were able to hold out for nearly a month, but on May 16, 1943, the revolt ended. The 
Germans had slowly crushed the resistance. Of the more than 56,000 Jews captured, about 7,000 were shot, and 
the remainder were deported to killing centers or concentration camps.

Map of the Warsaw Ghetto showing Gesio-
wka Prison, Pawiak Prison, the hiding place 
of the Ringleblum archive, the Great Syna-
gogue, the Korczak Orphanage, and the 
Jewish Cemetery.

The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, 1943

“The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.” United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Web. 30 Aug. 2009. <http://www.ushmm.org/outreach/wgupris.htm>.

In 1516, Venice’s ruling council, debated whether Jews should be allowed to 
remain in the city. They decided to let the Jews remain, but their residence 

would be confined to Ghetto Nuova, a small, dirty island; it became the world’s 
first ghetto. The word “ghetto” is from the Italian getto meaning “casting” or 
Venetian geto meaning “foundry.”
 Further restrictions were placed on Jews living in the ghetto. They were only 
allowed to leave during the day and were locked inside at night. Once they left 
the ghetto they still had to wear distinguishing clothing, such as a yellow circle 
or scarf. Jews were only permitted to work at pawn shops, act as money lenders, 
work the Hebrew printing press, trade in textiles or practice medicine. Detailed 
banking laws kept their interest rates low and made life difficult for many of the 
poor pawnbrokers and moneylenders.

The Ventian Ghetto
Ghetto Nuova

“Venice.” Jewish Virtual Library - Homepage. American-Israel Coop Enter-
prise. <http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vjw/Venice.html>.
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Propaganda 

of WWII

A
B

C

Section B: The Allies Rebound. Take notes in the appropriate boxes

The Tide Turns
O

ct 1942 - M
ay 1943

II
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Axis in Retreat
M

ay 1943 - June 1944

DEC 1942 - MAY 1945
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June 1944 - Aug 1945   
From D-Day to VJ Day

Primary 

Sources Excerpts from The Last Will of Adolf Hitler   
First Part of the Political Testament 
It is untrue that I or anyone else in Germany wanted 
the war in 1939. It was desired and instigated ex-
clusively by those international statesmen who 
were either of Jewish descent or worked for Jewish 
interests....  Three days before the outbreak of the 
German-Polish war I again proposed ... a solution 
to the German-Polish problem - similar to ... Saar 
district, under international control. ...It was only re-
jected because the leading circles in English politics 
wanted the war, partly on account of the business 
hoped for and partly under influence of propaganda 
organized by International Jewry....   I have also 
made it quite plain that, if the nations of Europe are 
again to be regarded as mere shares to be bought and 
sold by these international conspirators in money 
and finance, then that race, Jewry, which is the real 
criminal of this murderous struggle, will be saddled 
with the responsibility. 

After six years of war, ...will go down one day in 
history as the most glorious and valiant demonstra-
tion of a nation’s life purpose, I cannot forsake the 
city which is the capital of this Reich. ...I have de-
cided therefore to remain in Berlin and there of my 
own free will to choose death at the moment when 
I believe the position of the Führer and Chancellor 
itself can no longer be held.           (heavily edited)


